
Dear Committee Members, 

I hope this message finds you and yours well.  My purpose of writing to you is two-

fold.  First, I write to formally introduce myself to you prior to announcing to the general public 

that I intend to begin a campaign for the office of Magisterial District Judge for District No. 56-

3-03.  I am a member of the Republican party and intend to cross-file petitions for inclusion on 

both ballots in the May primary.  Second, I write to provide you some background as to why the 

residents of my district would be best served by electing me to this position and respectfully 

request your support for my campaign. 

My name is Beth A. Dodson.  I am a proud American, registered Republican, attorney, 

small business owner, and native of the coal region.  I was born and raised in Carbon County, 

moved away to further my education and career, and in 2021 – after a 21-year absence that felt 

much longer - I returned home where I intend to stay.  

My path to running for Magisterial District Judge started in the mid-1990s when I asked 

the guidance counselor at Panther Valley High School if there were any part-time jobs available 

after school because I wanted to save up to buy a car.  He told me there was one – at a law office 

in town.  I had no experience with the law at this point other than the fact that my father, James 

Dodson, worked as the Chief Juvenile Probation Officer for Carbon County, but I called anyway, 

went to an interview with Attorney Michael S. Greek, got the job, and started working after 

school.  Little did I know this job would be the inspiration for my chosen profession. 

I worked for Attorney Greek for several years and consistently saw clients come into his 

office stressed and worried and then leave looking much more relaxed and sometimes even 

smiling.  He allowed me to accompany him to court where I observed proceedings before judges 

at the county and magisterial district court levels.  I also worked for Judge Nanovic and Judge 

Webb an as intern while in college at Elizabethtown.  These experiences heavily influenced my 

decision to pursue a law degree and to come back home and help people the way they did.  

While in law school at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, I was fortunate to be accepted 

into an internship program with the United States Attorney’s Office’s criminal division.  There I 

worked with attorneys on violent, narcotics-related, and white-collar criminal cases and attended 

federal court proceedings where I observed judges at the federal level for the first time.  

Following law school, I practiced civil and criminal litigation in a variety of settings: at a 

multi-national law firm in Pittsburgh, at a boutique firm in Philadelphia, a regional Pennsylvania 

firm and most recently my own firm in Carbon County.  I have also served as in-house counsel 

to an international Bank dually headquartered in Pittsburgh and New York City and also to a 

diesel engine repair business. In short, I have handled all aspects of cases, from a few thousand 

dollars to several millions, as both counsel and a litigant.  Over the past 15+ years, I have 

litigated cases involving any type of matter that could come before a Magisterial District 

Judge.  And, serving as in-house counsel gave me the invaluable experience understanding the 

business needs and challenges of companies, including the businesses in this region.  Attached to 

this email is a copy of my full resume and qualifications. 



When I graduated from law school in 2007, I set two career goals:  1. become a judge; 

and 2. move back home and use my education and professional skills to help others and do my 

part to ensure that the community continues to be a great place to live for this and future 

generations.  

In 2021, after I paid down the majority of my student loans, I achieved one of those goals 

when I moved back to Carbon County, purchased a home in Summit Hill, and started my own 

law firm, Dodson Law P.C.  My current practice is primarily in the areas of real estate, estate 

planning, employment, and other civil matters.  When I learned about the upcoming vacancy for 

the MDJ seat in 2024, I decided to switch my focus from advertising for additional clients to 

starting a campaign.  

There are three main reasons why the residents of my district would be best served by 

electing me to the position of Magisterial District Judge.  

1. Their cases will be heard by a judge who knows the law, has extensive experience 

applying it to the facts of their case, and will apply the law with common sense that 

comes from understanding her constituents both as individuals and business owners. 

• I have spent the last 15 years of my career either in, or preparing to be in, a 

courtroom; 

• I have represented clients in 47 of 50 states at all levels of both the state and 

federal court system and am licensed to practice in Pennsylvania and New York, 

as well as all Pennsylvania federal courts; 

• I have served as an arbitrator in Pennsylvania deciding civil cases where damages 

sought were $50,000 or less; and 

• I have owned several small businesses over the past 20 years and know the 

challenges faced by a small business owner. 

  

2. They will be treated equally, fairly, and with the same level of respect that they exhibit 

toward me and my staff.  I despise prejudice of any kind and will not pre-judge anyone 

on any basis.  I have represented good people, individuals and business owners, when 

they were at their lowest point and I know the stresses people encounter when they find 

themselves involved in the legal system for whatever reason. 

• My interactions with judges at all levels of the court system has provided me with 

insight as to the intangible qualities of a great judge.  One of those qualities is 

ensuring that everyone knows they are on an equal playing field when they walk 

in the door to the courtroom, and the same rules apply to everyone, regardless of 

whether they choose to represent themselves or hire an attorney to do so.  

  



3. They will have a judge on the bench that is extremely passionate about doing her part to 

ensure the “justice system” lives up to its name.  I take my ethical responsibilities as an 

attorney very seriously and will do the same with the judicial canons of ethics.  Not only 

do I demand this of myself, but I will demand the same from any attorney that appears in 

my courtroom.  

• I have been actively involved in the legal pro bono community and served as an 

officer and board member for the Pittsburgh Pro Bono Partnership, pioneered new 

projects that gained approval by the Pennsylvania Bar Association; and received 

several awards for my work in this area on a regional and state level. 

I, like my parents and grandparents, stand up for what I think is right, take nothing for 

granted, and believe in hard work, honesty and loyalty.  And that is what I, in turn, expect of 

others.  If we can somehow regain that same sense of community responsibility that I 

experienced as a youth, our community will again thrive.  I understand it “takes a village,” and I 

am not suggesting that electing me will solve all of the challenges that the communities I seek to 

serve currently face.  I am, however, promising to be part of the solution, if given the opportunity. 

I look forward to meeting you in person at the next meeting and answering any questions you 

may have.  Thank you for your time and consideration.  I sincerely appreciate it.  

 

                                                          Best Regards, 

Beth A. Dodson, Esquire 

 


